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Abstract

The study aims to evaluate the quality of the
psychometric properties and diagnostic accu-
racy of scales of learning disabilities used in
Arabic research and the extent of their em-
ployment for diagnosis of learning disabilities
in the public education schools. The study cov-
ered 20 research papers in Arabic that includ-
ed (7) tools for diagnosing learning disabilities.
The sample consisted 41 male and female
teachers of students with learning disabilities.
COSMIN checklist for quality of psychometric
properties and the Quality Assessment of Di-
agnostic Accuracy Studies (QUADAS)-2 for
diagnostic accuracy were employed. Further-
more, a questionnaire made by the research-
er was used to examine the extent to which
teachers employ these scales when diagnos-
ing learning disabilities in the public education
schools. Results revealed that there is a limit-
ed evidence of the psychometric properties of
these scales which may reduce the validity of
any conclusions reached regarding the diag-
nosis of learning disabilities. Due to the risk
of bias and concerns associated with the ap-
plicability of these scales limit the confidence
in their diagnostic properties, it is required to
conduct furthermore studies to verify diagnos-
tic tests of those with learning disabilities. In
addition to that, results revealed that a high
percentage of teachers of learning disabilities
do no adopt these scales in diagnosis. Results
showed that teachers of learning disabilities
rely on diagnostic tests prepared by the Gen-
eral Directorate of Special Education of the
Ministry of Education.

Key words: measurement and evaluation,
diagnostic tests, learning disabilities, special
education.
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